Spiritual Life
Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
They were told to make use of the master’s money. They weren’t told how to use it or what kind
of return the master expected on his funds, only
that they should use it. The first two servants
make good use of the money entrusted to them.
They are able to double their master’s money.
When he returns they can give back a fine return.
The third servant chose not to use the money. Instead he takes it and buries it. One could argue
that his might have been the safer move. What if
he had taken the money, invested it poorly and
lost it all? What would the master have done to
him in that situation? This servant believes he is
doing the best that he can do.
In the parable Jesus praises the first two servants
but severely punishes the last one. As in a lot of
Jesus’ parables this story hits us. This seems unfair. The man was only trying to be careful. Why
does he get off so badly?
Remember, as in other parables this is a story that
requires one to look closely. The story has a number of possible meanings. The first one is the obvious one. We should make use of the talents God
gives us. I think that most of us realize this. Usually as teenagers we are told to try different things
so that we will know what we are good at and
what we might like. Then, we choose a career
based on our interests and talents. The jobs that
we hold usually hone these skills and we become
better at what we do.
The second possibility in this parable is that it’s
again a story about being ready for the coming of
the Lord no matter when that occurs. The three
servants have no idea when the master is going to
return. They just know that at some point they
will have to give an account of what they have
done. So, they figure that with whatever time is
given they will do the best they can. The man

who buries the money doesn’t anticipate that his
master could be gone awhile. Maybe he doesn’t
even realize that he could make more of the money
than he does.
That leads me to the third interpretation. Often we
don’t know what the Lord will ask of us. We can
try to anticipate the needs of our family or the parish. But, we might be asked to do things that seem
impossible. I have known people who ended up
working in a soup kitchen who were afraid of
working alongside of the poor. Others couldn’t imagine enough courage to minister to those in a
nursing home or hospital find that when they said
yes to God they could do it. You may not believe
this, but I didn’t think that I could be a priest because I was afraid of getting in front of people to
speak. I dreaded having to do that when it was required in school. Yet, with practice and with being
able to do it by leading music I found that I had
courage. I realize today that God can multiply gifts
if we cooperate.
Vatican II said that each of us is called by our baptism to service in the Church and the world. Most
of us are getting better at serving inside the
Church. Most of us have learned that we can read
or sing or minister at the altar. What is still left to
be done is working in the world. Many people are
afraid to share their faith or to stand up for that
which is right in the world. We think that we are
forcing our religion on others or that we won’t be
liked if we seem “too religious.” That is the area
that still needs our further work. Let us ask the
Spirit to help each of us to learn what our gifts are
and then to use them to bring forth the Kingdom. It
is crucial that everyone take up the challenge. It
doesn’t matter whether you have been given many
talents or few, what is important is using whatever
God has given you for His work. Amen.
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