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First there is the question of why the Lord needed to be
baptized, since he was already the foundation of the
Church, the possessor of the Holy Spirit, the second person of the Blessed Trinity.
One simple answer is that he wanted to be like us in everything. He did not cling to godliness, and thus would
join us in baptism too.

in front of the people, in the flesh, dripping with river
water just as they were.
God’s ancient covenant. Remember it? “I agree to your
God and you agree to be my people.” It was re-stated
many times in scripture, but especially five centuries earlier in the book of Isaiah:
Thus says the LORD:
Here is my servant whom I uphold,
my chosen one whom I am pleased,
upon whom I have put my spirit.
He shall bring forth justice to the nations
(First Reading).

But the readings this coming Sunday are not mainly
about his Baptism anyway. All the readings are concerned more with what happened after the Baptism, as
Jesus came up out of the waters of the Jordan.
Let us use our imaginations to get at the story.
The weather was very hot that day at the river. Plunging
into the water must have felt good. The musty smell of
stale pools of river-water was less appealing, as was people’s body odor—daily baths of the first world have removed this quickly. And John the Baptist’s voice was
loud, even harsh, in order to reach the waiting crowd.
Imagine how Jesus looked. Probably just like any other
impoverished citizen. He had no special means to trim
his beard, or to keep dirt off his feet or off his clothes.
Look at him for a minute. Then watch him enter into
John’s baptism, submerging his body entirely when told
to.
Can you remember swimming in a river as kid, how it
felt to sink into muddy, strange colored water; how it got
into your nose and eyes and if you were not careful into
your mouth too? This Jesus felt.
When he burst up out of the water—you remember how
it sounds when you come up—a surprise happened. The
sky itself splashed open! The New American Bible translation says the heavens were “torn open.” Then the Spirit
descended through the torn spot to anoint Jesus, to
acknowledge publicly to the world that God’s ancient
covenant of love now could be beheld standing directly

This is how God will enact his covenant with the people.
Isaiah wrote these words during the exile of Israel in
Babylon. And now Jesus hears almost exactly the same
words as he rises out of the waters and the Holy Spirit
descends upon him.
“You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”
We learn so much in this simple scene about how the
kingdom of God, promised so many times, will come to
be.
It will not be harsh (“not crying out, not shouting, not
making his voice heard in the street”). It will bring God’s
love to the sweaty, unkempt, dripping wet, dishonest
(and honest), alluring (and repulsive) people of everyday
life, instead of excluding them. Jesus, the covenant, will
invite people down from trees where they scrambled in
order to see him; he will say “of course I do” in answer
to “Lord if you want to you can cure me”; he will have
pity on the soldiers stuck with the job of killing and on
the shrewd thief who has sense enough to ask for pity.
In short, Jesus is publicly anointed this Sunday so that he
can reach into the heart and soul of each of us, if we
have sense enough to let him—especially to let him into
parts that so shame and embarrass us.

Readings of the Week
Isaiah 42:1-7

Acts 10:34-38
January 11, 2015

Mark 1:7-11
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