Spiritual Life
20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
By: Fr. Chris

This is my first Sunday with you. This is a time when
our thoughts naturally turn to unity and oneness.
Then we hear the Gospel we had today about division and disunity. What should we make of this? We
are forced to ask why Jesus would have spoken of
this kind of violence and separation. In most other
areas of the Gospel Jesus speaks of peace. Even from
Jesus’ birth the angels heralded his coming by declaring “Peace on Earth, Goodwill to mankind.”
Scripture scholars believe that these words of Jesus
were a reminder to the apostles that when they lived
out their faith publicly they could expect that everyone would not accept them. Perhaps their family
members would even reject them. This division
could lead to martyrdom. It was certainly so in Jesus’
own family. John the Baptist proclaimed a baptism of
repentance and conversion to the crowds that came to
the river. He spoke boldly to King Herod. This landed him in jail and to his beheading. Jesus could see
that his own concern for the poor and the outcast and
his challenge to the Scribes and Pharisees was leading to a real division between him and them. He figured it was only time before he would suffer martyrdom too. So, Jesus tells the Twelve that they too will
find the same division in their lives.
You and I don’t expect to be martyred for the faith.
We are fortunate to live in a country where religious
toleration is the norm. Many other nations follow this
same policy. But we know that it is not universal.
There are countries where religious toleration and
acceptance s not guaranteed. In many Middle Eastern
nations the only acceptable religion is Islam. Christians and Jews are not allowed to worship publicly.
Even in Catholic countries violence occurs due to
religion. Certainly that has been the case in Northern
Ireland for years.
So, it is possible that one can experience persecution
for the faith in some areas around the globe. But I
would contend that if we were really faithful to the
Gospel today in our country and in our culture we

too would find it difficult. God calls every person to
live faithfully, honestly, and with care and concern
for the poor and lowly.
I have heard of people being fired or reprimanded at
their jobs for not fudging figures to make the boss
look good. Being honest meant that they were ostracized. Sometimes those who will discover that their
company is polluting or doing something unjust will
find that they are threatened. Another person I know
discovered that their boss was having an affair that
she had to lie about, even to his wife. She couldn't
take it anymore and went to administration. She
asked to be transferred to another department. Instead they fired her.
This kind of problem can occur in families too. I
know of a couple who were not very religious. They
didn't attend Mass regularly nor did they have any
outward signs of their faith in their home., the wife
went on a retreat and discovered that God has so
much more for her in mind. She came home on fire
with the desire to serve him more. She started attending church regularly. She put up religious pictures
around their home. She also didn’t want to watch TV
or movies that had sex and violence in them. Her
husband couldn’t understand this change. He resented it and began to resent his wife. Eventually they
separated because their religious differences were so
profound.
In all of these cases region and faith were at the core
of the disagreements. Jesus knew that this could and
would happen. He wanted his disciples to realize that
when it happened they were not alone. They would
find that there were many saints and angels who were
with them guiding them through it. This cloud of witnesses helps us this day and every day to live faithful
lives. So, do not fear when you experience trial and
distress for living the faith. Do not think that you are
abandoned or alone. You are not. God never abandons His own. That gives us courage to live faithful
lives pleasing to the Lord come what may.

Readings of the Week
Isaiah 38:4-10

Hebrews 12:1-4
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Luke 12:49-53
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