SPIRITUAL LIFE

14th Sunday in Ordinary Time

As the old saying goes, “Don’t judge a book by its
cover.” Unfortunately, the people of Jesus’ hometown of
Nazareth had done just that with Jesus. “Is not this the
carpenter?” They had known Him for years. They knew
His mother and relatives. They could not accept the fact
that someone who appeared to be so ordinary was filled
with such great wisdom. How could one who was no bet-
ter than themselves be so outstanding? Surely this carpen-
ter named Jesus could not have great wisdom or the ability
to work miracles. The people’s pride got in the way. If
only they would have put their pride aside and had faith,
then maybe they would have judged Him by His teaching
instead of rejecting Him because of who He appeared to be
to them.

The people of Nazareth also rejected Jesus because He
was calling them to religious and moral conversion. Jesus
spoke like the prophets. He spoke the hard message about
sinfulness and the need for repentance and conver-
sion. However, the result of Jesus’ preaching was not one
of conversion, but of a hardening of the heart. Jesus offers
the good news of forgiveness of sins and the coming of the
kingdom of God. The people should have rejoiced that
they were privileged to hear this message. They should
have been the ones to accept Jesus’ message, setting the
tone for all of Israel. Instead, their “no” sends a loud
tremor throughout Israel. Their rejection would be a fore-
shadowing of the scribes and Pharisees, the religious lead-
ers of the people, rejecting the claim that Jesus was the
promised Messiah. But unknown to them, their rejection
of Jesus put into action God’s plan of redemption and sal-
vation. It would be through Christ’s death on the cross
that would open the door for humanity to have life eternal
with the Trinity.

But this is not the first time that God has known rejec-
tion. In the First Reading, the prophet Ezekiel is sent by
God to a “nation of rebels.” How hard a task this must
have seemed to Ezekiel: to preach to a people who did not
want to listen to the word of God. But God never gets
turned off. He always will be faithful. The people of Israel
were God’s chosen people. He had made a covenant with
them. He had treated them like a loving Father, leading
them out of slavery in Egypt and into the Promised
Land. Despite this, the people murmured and rebelled
and forgot about God.

By: Fr. Daniel Rayer

It was the result of Israel’s unfaithfulness to God that
brought on them the Babylonian exile. But God still does
not abandon them. Ezekiel is sent to them to preach the
word of God. Some will listen and some will not, but at
least the people will know “that a prophet has been
among them.”

In contrast to the rejection shown in the First Reading
and the Gospel, we have the acceptance of St. Paul. He
accepts all the hardships that he has been given. He rec-
ognizes that his weakness is his strength. He had prayed
that his ailment would be taken away. When it wasn’t,
he doesn’t rebel, but he boasts in his weakness because it
shows forth the power of Christ. Paul says “I am con-
tent with weakness, with mistreatment, with distress,
with persecutions and difficulties for the sake of Christ;
for when I am powerless, it is then that I am

strong.” Paul shows us that life is not always a bed of
roses. Life is full of difficulties and challenges, but our
response must never be to reject Christ because of these;
rather it is precisely when we are weak and suffer life’s
hardships that we must turn to Christ. God’s power is
all the more visible when he works through the

weak. Paul shows that he did not suffer the pride that
the people of Nazareth did.

Therefore, we must follow the example of St. Paul and
not the example of the people of Nazareth or the nation
of Israel in Ezekiel’s time. Pride is a dangerous vice to
have. It can be very easy to reject God in our lives when
He challenges us to become better people. We are often
a people who do not like to listen to the hard truth. As
we sometimes reject God when we sin, we must also ex-
pect that we are going to have to face rejection when we
do live out the Christian message. Being a follower of
Christ is counter-cultural. We must be determined to be
faithful to the Gospel, not matter if we will be rejected
by society or even our family and friends. Even Christ
Himself was rejected by His hometown people.

We must ask God to bless us with the virtue of humil-
ity, so that we can accept His teaching and accept what-
ever hardships He gives us. Let us renew our own loy-
alty to Christ, and pray for those who reject Him. May
they one day come to accept Christ, and may we always
continue down the road that leads to the Kingdom.

READINGS OF THE WEEK

Ezekiel 2:2-5 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 Mark 6:1-6
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